
Understanding the Pre-Digital Book 
Resources for the Study of Early Modern Printed Books 

 
Recommended print resources: 
 
General: 
Mark Bland, A Guide to Early Printed Books and Manuscripts (Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2010)  
http://www.amazon.ca/Guide-Early-Printed-Books-
Manuscripts/dp/1405124121/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1338575553&sr=1-1 
 
* Philip Gaskell, A New Introduction to Bibliography (Oxford UP, 1972; rpt. New Castle, DE: 
Oak Knoll Press, 2006). http://www.amazon.ca/New-Introduction-Bibliography-Gaskell-
P/dp/1884718132/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1338575344&sr=8-1  
 
Eugene Giddens, How to Read a Shakespearean Play Text (Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2011) 
http://www.amazon.ca/How-Read-Shakespearean-Play-
Text/dp/0521713978/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1338575752&sr=1-1 
 
Special Topics: 
(Stationers – Printers and Publishers) 
Edward Arber (ed.), A transcript of the registers of the Company of Stationers of London, 1554-
1640 (New York: P. Smith, 1950). Z2002.L64 
 
R.B. McKerrow, A dictionary of printers and booksellers in England, Scotland and Ireland, and 
of foreign printers of English books 1557-1640 (London: Bibliographical Society, 1968). 
Z151.D51 
 
(Printers Marks and Colophons) 
William Roberts, Printers' marks: a chapter in the history of typography (London: G. Bell, 
1893). Note that this text is freely available in electronic form. 
 
(Watermarks) 
C.M. Briquet, Les filigranes: dictionnaire historique des marques du papier des leur appraition 
vers 1282 jusqu'en 1600 (New York: Hacker Art Books, 1966). Z237.B845 
 
W.A. Churchill, Watermarks in paper in Holland, England, France, etc. (Amsterdam: M. 
Hertzberger, [rpt. c1965]). Z237.C56 
 
Recommended online resources: 
 
General: 
British Printed Images to 1700. This searchable database makes it possible to find prints and 
images by searching by image type, contents, or publication. This is an invaluable resource for 
those interested in engravings. (http://www.bpi1700.org.uk/index.html)  
  



The English Renaissance in Context (ERIC). An online project associated with the Schoenburg 
Center for Electronic Text and Image at the University of Pennsylvania, the ERIC site offers 
online tutorials on printing, book history, and editorial theory. This resource is a great 
introduction to such topics for undergraduate students. 
(http://sceti.library.upenn.edu/sceti/furness/eric/index.cfm) 
 
The English Short Title Catalogue. Hosted by the British Library, this database replaces Pollard 
and Redgrave’s print volumes (and combines their contents with Wing listings). It includes 
information about which libraries hold particular volumes, but users should be aware that these 
lists are incomplete and not always reliable. (http://estc.bl.uk/F/?func=file&file_name=login-bl-
estc)  
 
Rare Book School. Training in bibliography, book history, and textual studies is available 
through workshops run through University of Virginia’s Rare Book School. Particularly of 
interest for members of this seminar will be the course syllabi, reading lists, and research 
bibliographies available on the site. (http://www.rarebookschool.org/) 
 
The Universal Short Title Catalogue. Started in 2007, this catalogue is hardly complete, but it 
does make possible a general search of books published before 1600 in a number of European 
printing centers. (http://www.ustc.ac.uk/)  
 
Special Topics: 
(Catalogues) 
British Library. The complete catalogue of the BL will be most useful to searchers who use the 
advanced search option and list items by date (oldest to most recent). Be sure to look at “details” 
about the text. 
(http://explore.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?dscnt=1&dstmp=1338579153078&v
id=BLVU1&fromLogin=true)  
 
British Library Catalogue of Archives and Manuscripts. This integrated database lets you search 
the BL’s print and manuscript archival materials (and only the archival materials) simultaneously 
– a handy innovation. For a complete search of holdings of early printed books, however, look at 
the regular catalog. 
(http://searcharchives.bl.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?dscnt=1&dstmp=1338578966
815&vid=IAMS_VU2&fromLogin=true) 
 
Hamnet. Yes, the online catalog for the Folger Shakespeare Library is called Hamnet. Note that 
entries for individual items in the collection offer more complete provenance and bibliographic 
information than any other catalog I’ve seen. (http://shakespeare.folger.edu/)  
 
SOLO. To search for items in the Bodleian, use the Oxford Libraries’ SOLO catalogue, but be 
sure to narrow your search and to always look at MARC information for items. (Even with this 
additional information, you’ll find that individual copies of texts are not always well described.) 
(http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/search.do?vid=OXVU1)  
 
(Full Text) 



Early English Books Online (EEBO). This subscription-only database provides access to books 
printed in English to 1700 (STC and Wing) as digital scans of microfilm images created as part 
of the Early English Books Project. On the downside, this collection is not complete, and the 
quality of some images is poor. Thankfully, the project has made a commitment to expand and to 
offer more sophisticated search capabilities – an ever-increasing percentage of items are full-text 
searchable. 
 
Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO). Approximately 200,000 volumes have been 
digitized for this subscription-only database. Image quality is excellent, and every item is full-
text searchable.  
 
Nineteenth Century Collections Online. This will be a subscription-only database of nineteenth 
century texts and documents – currently a work in progress. (http://gdc.gale.com/nineteenth-
century-collections-online/)  
 
(Images) 
The English Broadside Ballad Archive. Because woodcuts were frequently used (and reused) in 
early broadside ballads, this well-indexed site is a rich repository of images. 
(http://sceti.library.upenn.edu/sceti/furness/eric/index.cfm) 
 
Open Emblem Portal. A metasite of emblem studies resources, Open Emblem Portal offers 
access to a number of sites that present individual emblems or entire emblem books. Note that 
the link to Iconoclass allows one to search for emblems and images using basic elements as 
search terms – a particularly handy way to identify allegorical or allusive images. 
(http://media.library.uiuc.edu/projects/oebp/) 
 
(Watermarks) 
The Thomas L. Gravell Watermark Archive. A searchable online index of watermarks, this site is 
not as complete as existing print resources but is handy and offers very clear images. 
(http://www.gravell.org/) 
 
Watermark Database. This subscription-only database does provide guest logins, so it is an 
excellent resource to check out if you have only one item to verify – particularly if it’s in a book 
associated with the Low Countries. (http://www.wm-portal.net/niki/index.php) 


